La Escuelita Arcoiris Virtual Tour

General Information

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 81727
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
412-421-4787
Physical Location
Congregation Beth Shalom
www.spanishleap.com
5915 Beacon Street · Pittsburgh, PA 15217
412.421.4787
Email
contactanos@laescuelitapgh.org

Our History
La Escuelita Arcoiris began in September of 1999 in the home of founder and Director of Education, Megan Rooney. Her goal was
to share with her community the beneﬁts of second-language learning at an early age. She began with ﬁve children in addition to
her own and has grown the program to operate as a ﬁve-classroom Spanish-immersion forest school involving over 60 families
comprised of toddlers, mixed ages preschool and pre-kindergarten classes, after school alumni programs and summer camp.
Through its mission and core programs, La Escuelita Arcoiris provides the greater Pittsburgh community with a unique and
important educational and cultural resource that improves and enhances the lives of young children.

Our Mission
La Escuelita Arcoiris provides a high-quality early childhood
learning experience through immersion in the Spanish
language. We ﬁrmly believe that exposure to a second
language through immersion expands children intellectually,
culturally and emotionally. As we build bridges to other
cultures, we encourage children to invite diversity into their
lives and take on the role of living, breathing bridges
themselves.
We believe that young learners thrive in natural spaces, and
learn best when given access to the outdoors on a regular
basis. We know that young children connect with natural
environments in a way that isn’t reﬂected inside four walls.
Our outdoor program allows us to fully embrace children
learning at their own pace, naturally. We know ﬁrst hand
that children with social and emotional challenges blossom
in the outdoors, and that if we respect children’s spirits, we
need to give them the freedom to explore their environment
fully, each day.

Emergent Curriculum

We provide pedagogical excellence through dynamic,
child-centered learning programs using the principles and
philosophy of Emergent Curriculum. By providing
authentic and diverse educational and cultural experiences,
La Escuelita Arcoiris is Pittsburgh's best and most creative
early childhood language-immersion, forest program.
What is Emergent Curriculum?
Inspired by Reggio Emilia, relationships are at the very
heart of this philosophy. It requires that teachers actively
seek out and chase the interests of the children. Flexible
environments allow teachers to be responsive to the
interests of the children, freeing them to construct
knowledge together. Each child we teach is unique,
requiring us to use our own judgment, instead of a set of
standardized rules, to guide our teaching practice.
Educators must ensure that creativity and innovation are
always present. Although good teaching requires
organization and routines, it is never inﬂexible and rarely
routine. It dances with surprise. It pursues wonder. It ﬁnds
joy at every turn.

Core Elements of La Escuelita Arcoiris
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All-weather nature immersion time
every day
Child-led Emergent Learning
Inquiry-based Teaching Style
Small class sizes
Spanish immersion
Calculated Risk
Intentional Teaching
Rough & Tumble Play
Constructivism
Social Learning
Creative Problem Solving

The Program
12 Month Program
Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Age

Classes

Older & Younger
Toddlers

Flores

18 months - 2 years

Preschool/Pre-K &
Kindergarten Partners
3 - 5 years

Lunas
Estrellitas
Soles

Today our total capacity is 63 students, however, since March 2020
we have adjusted our current capacity to accommodate 44
students in 4 distinct classroom pods.

Spanish-Immersion
Our current max classroom size ranges from 10
- 12 students and we have 2 - 3 teachers per
group. At least one native Spanish speaker is
with each classroom and Spanish is spoken
almost entirely. All activities, songs and
instruction are in Spanish with the exception of
times when students are feeling frustrated or
having trouble expressing their emotions. No
child is ever forced to speak Spanish. They are
encouraged and naturally begin to incorporate
Spanish into their vocabulary and conversations
with their teachers and one another.

Our Spaces

Our Spaces

Our Spaces

El taller
(Workshop)

El Jardín

Estudio de Arte
‘Art Studio’

Afuera ‘Outside’

The Daily Rhythm
A predictable schedule is comforting for early learners, but we also
prioritize ﬂexibility, individual personalities and letting projects
and explorations ﬂow according to the groups’ needs. A typical
daily schedule is:

8:30 AM - 9:30 AM:

Arrival, Greeting and free-play exploration.

9:30 AM - 10:00 AM:

“Círculo”/Circle Time and songs. Discuss plan for the day.

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM:

Snack (i.e., fruit, vegetable or grain)

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM:

Small group activities/experiences (i.e., art, cooking, dramatic play, games, collages).

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM:

Outside exploration, time spent in local parks, playgrounds or Escuelita’s ‘Jardín’.

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM:

Lunch, prepare for lunch and rest.

1:45 PM - 3:00 PM:

Nap/Rest

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM:

¡Adios! Wake up, free play, reading, goodbye song, clean up for the day.

FAQ
●

●
●

●

●

●

How much time outdoors? Classes go outside every day. The 3 - 5 year old
classrooms spend a longer portion of the day outdoors, taking walks, exploring
the Citiparks or in the Jardin, while the toddlers build their stamina more
gradually. Students need to have appropriate attire for all weather conditions.
During the summer months (and since COVID) we practice Forest Preschool
which means the outdoors is as much of a classroom as our indoor space and
students ages 3 - 5 spend most of their time outdoors.
How do we manage potty training? We wait for the family to establish a potty
training routine and then we will follow your lead. Yes we allow cloth diapers.
At what age do students stop napping? All students have rest/quiet time. Many
children fall asleep because they are so stimulated throughout the day. Those
who do not will still be expected to rest for a short period of time quietly.
Do students switch classrooms during the school year when they have a
birthday? Nope - kids stay with the same group for the year (unless the
teaching staﬀ recommends a change for another reason).
Where do students go to school after this? Some families come from the
suburbs and students attend their local schools. Families within the Pittsburgh
Public School District attend a variety of schools within the area both public
and private.
Are students ready for Kindergarten/First grade? We follow the early learning
standards for the State of PA in preparing students for Kindergarten and First
Grade. Students who stay at Escuelita through Kindergarten have a solid
foundation of the Spanish language in addition to early literacy skills that can
easily be transferred to their ‘home’ language. We encourage families to
reinforce skills at home with their children through playing games and reading
with them.
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How many native Spanish speakers are among the families? Currently 31% of
our families have identiﬁed as native Spanish speakers.
Where do the staﬀ come from? Currently 67% of our teachers are
native-Spanish speakers and come from a variety of backgrounds and
countries including Mexico, Peru, Columbia, Venezuela, Spain and the US.
Some teachers have degrees in early childhood education and some have
degrees in other related ﬁelds and have decided to pursue early childhood
education through local programs and opportunities through La Escuelita
Arcoiris’ Professional Development Program.
What should we pack for lunch and snack? Is there a microwave? Classrooms
do have refrigerators and microwaves for reheating lunches, unless it is a day
when children will be outdoors for lunch in which case we encourage
families to pack accordingly (ie cold packs in summer and/or thermos in
colder months)
Is there “music or art classes”? We do not have separate special ‘classes’, yet
music and art are incorporated into our daily activities and all are hands on
activities.
What does the application process look like? We strongly encourage you to
submit an application prior to the ‘preferred deadline’ as well as register for a
virtual ‘Q & A’. After our current families have re-enrolled, we will then
review all applications received from prospective families prior to the
preferred deadline and begin accepting students based on space availability.
Accepted applications will be expected to sign a contract and submit the
deposit by June 1st, 2021.

Next Steps!
1.

Submit your application and fee of $25.00.
(Cash or check made payable to La Escuelita
Arcoiris)
a.
Mail these items together to La Escuelita
Arcoiris, P.O. Box 81727, Pittsburgh, PA
15217
b.
Preferred deadline: April 9th, 2021

2.

Register for one of our upcoming virtual
‘Q&A’ sessions. (One family representative must
attend a virtual Q&A to be considered for
enrollment in place of our temporarily postponed
in-person tours due to COVID-19)

3.

¿Preguntas? Questions? Please reach out to
contactanos@laescuelitapgh.org.

For information on our COVID-19 Comprehensive Plan, please
visit the link.

